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Exclusive premieres of new Slovak and co-production films at the 19th edition of Cinematik

Press release, 12 August 2024

The Cinematik International Film Festival, as one of the most important and most attended film festivals in Slovakia, has traditionally become the venue for exclusive premieres of new Slovak and co-produced films. The 19th edition of the festival, which will take place in Piešt'any from 10 to 15 September 2024, will be no exception. In addition to the home premiere of Iveta Grófová's new film The Hungarian Dressmaker, which will also be the opening film of the event, there will also be Wishing on a Star, Amerikánka, When Life Tastes Good and many others.

The varied selection of premiere screenings at this year's Cinematik will be opened on the very first day of the festival by the historical drama The Hungarian Dressmaker by Iveta Grófová. Starring Alexandra Borbély (winner of the 2017 Best European Actress award from the European Film Academy), Milan Ondrík, Nico Klimek, Éva Bandor, Táňa Pauhofová and others, the film is set during the Second World War. It tells the story of a Hungarian widow, Marika, who, after losing her job in an Aryanised Bratislava tailor shop, hides a Jewish boy - the son of her former employer. It had its world premiere at the Karlovy Vary International Film Festival.

Other premieres of important domestic and co-production films await festival visitors in the In the House section. For example, Wishing on a Star - a new film by award-winning documentary filmmaker Petr Kerekes. The film follows Luciana, an Italian astrologer who is convinced that our destinies are determined by the stars. Her clients often come to her for advice from afar. Beneath the film's humorous mood lies an empathetic search for meaning in a universe full of chaos. In the same section, viewers will also find a double premiere of Free the Chickens and Tiny Lights by Matúš Vizár and Beata Parkanová, about a child's innovative cinematic view of the adult world, as well as Czechoslovak Architecture 58-89, a new film by Jan Zajíček, which maps the unique buildings of the second half of the last century.

An exclusive premiere of the Czech-Slovak co-production film Amerikánka - a dreamy, experimental drama directed by Viktor Taus, based on the theatre production of the same name, will also be screened at Cinematik. It tells the story of a girl who has gone through orphanage, foster care and reform school, dreaming of one day following her father to America. The film stands out for its unique storytelling style. Living Large is a new animated family comedy by Kristina Dufkova, made in a Czech-Slovak-French co-production. Based on a children's book by French author Mikaël Ollivier, La Vie, en gros, the title tells the story of twelve-year-old Ben, who struggles with the transition between childhood and adolescence, his own emotions and being overweight. The film will have its Slovak premiere at the Cinematik festival.

Cinematik will also present the debut of documentary filmmaker Roman Ďuriš, Fakir. The protagonist Dalibor leaves the prison after two years to return to his dysfunctional family and poor life prospects. To change his fate, he becomes a fakir in a travelling circus. The film will be screened as part of the Cinematik.doc Slovak Documentary Film Competition, where two other titles will also have their Slovak premiere - The Grey Zone by Daniela Meressa Rusnok - a film essay, a personal story, a tribute to the mothers and families of premature babies, at-risk newborns and vulnerable disadvantaged and Question of the Future by Maroš Brázda, about the departure of young people from Slovakia abroad.







The Slovak premiere of the creative documentary about the life of the famous photographer Libuše Jarcovjáková, Ešte nie som, kým chcem byť (I am not yet who I want to be) by the Czech director Klára Tasovská, which was co-produced in Slovakia, will have its cinema premiere in Piešt'any. It had its world premiere at the Berlinale, in one of the most watched programme sections Panorama. The film offers a unique concept of using hundreds of photographs as a form of telling a life story. 

The rich load of premieres at this year's Cinematik IFF will be further complemented by The Gardener's Year - a new film by Jiří Havelka, which is an absurd tragicomedy inspired by a true story and the eponymous literary work by Karel Čapek. A gardener (Oldřich Kaiser) and his wife live at the foot of a picturesque hill and take care of their small garden. Their idyllic life is disrupted by a new owner who moves into a nearby castle and plans to buy up all the surrounding land, including that belonging to the gardener.

In the Slovak distribution preview, the festival audience will also be able to watch the documentary Aquabelles from Prandorf. Director Palo Korec portrays five women from the village of Devičany near Banská Štiavnica. They picked up an axe, cut a hole in the ice on the Veľká Vodárenská glacier and started to ice-bath. Breaking the barrier of gender stereotypes is not easy in a small village in the Hont region, but hardening and laughter gives the friends courage.

However, Cinematik visitors should certainly not miss the opportunity to see for the first time in Slovakia the short film Professional Parent, directed by Erik Jasan from Košice and co-produced with Palme d'Or winner Marian Crisan, a Romanian filmmaker, which had its world premiere at the qualifying festival for the American Oscars Cine Lebu and has represented Slovakia at several other prestigious international events as well.
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